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Background
Strengthening the Commitment: The Report of the UK Modernising Learning Disabilities Nursing Review,
was released in April 2012. Since then a Northern Ireland Action Plan has been developed to take forward
its recommendations. The NI Action Plan is available at
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/learning-disabilities-action-plan
NI Regional Collaborative
The Northern Ireland Regional Collaborative (The Collaborative) is Co-Chaired
by Professor Owen Barr, Professor of Nursing and Intellectual Disabilities, Ulster
University and Ms. Eileen McEneaney, Executive Director of Nursing (EDoN) in
the NHSCT.
The NI Collaborative has welcomed Sarah Rooney a student nurse learning disabilities
from Queen’s University who will represent pre-registration nursing students on the NI
Collaborative.
Membership of the NI Collaborative can be viewed on the NIPEC web page
https://nipec.hscni.net/service/ni-action-plan-stc/

Marking 100 years of nursing for people with learning disabilities: the unique
contribution

Members of the NI Collaborative marking
100 years of nursing for people with
learning disabilities

To celebrate 100 years of nursing for people with learning disabilities a cake was presented to the NI
Collaborative at the October meeting. Members shared their thoughts and reflections on nursing people with
learning disabilities in a 100 year birthday card. Many congratulations.
The RNLD Professional Development Forum (PDF)
rd
The 3 July PDF was held in the Ulster University, Jordanstown Campus with 45 attendees. The Forum was
opened by Rosaline Kelly, RCN Co-Chair of the Forum, who provided an update on the NI Mental Capacity Act
which was part implemented in December 2019. Mental Capacity Act | Department of Health
Angela Crocker, Lead Clinical Speech and Language Therapist BHSCT presented an excellent awareness
session on Dysphagia. Following the presentation Angela invited participants to take part in a table mat exercise
to review a number of case studies which focused on people with learning disabilities who had swallowing
difficulties.
Following Angela’s session, Deirdre McNamee, PHA presented the main findings from the Thematic Review
Report on the Regional Choking Review Analysis (2018). Deirdre encouraged participants to review the PHA’s
web page on Dysphagia and in particular learn more about The Swallow Aware Project which is led by the
PHA “working closely with statutory, independent, regulatory and community and voluntary sectors with the
aim of developing systems, processes and services for people living with dysphagia in Northern Ireland”.
Angela’s and Deirdre’s presentations can be viewed here;
https://nipec.hscni.net/service/ni-action-plan-stc/stc-rnld-forum/
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On the 13 November the PDF held their final programme of the year in the Old School Canteen Tyrone and
Fermanagh Hospital with 35 attendees. The session was opened by RNLD colleagues Lorraine Clark and
Glenda Frazer, WHSCT. The focus of the PDF was a presentation from the RCN NI Learning Disability Nurse
of the Year Winners, Siobhan Brady & Aoife Mills, SEHSCT and an overview of the NI Future Nurse Future
Midwife (FNFM) Implementation Project. Presentations from all the contributors can be viewed here;
https://nipec.hscni.net/service/ni-action-plan-stc/stc-rnld-forum/
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RCN NI Nurse of the Year Learning Disability Winners 2019
The Forum was delighted to introduce the winners of the 2019 RCN NI Nurse of the Year Learning Disabilities
Nursing Award, Siobhan Brady, Health Facilitator Nurse & Aoife Mills, Community Learning Disability Nurse,
SEHSCT. Siobhan and Aoife presented their winning submission in relation to a project promoting health and
fitness for people with learning disabilities titled “Choose to Lose”. The findings from the project evidenced that
patient and client health improved and that through positive engagement and client satisfaction weight loss
and wellbeing was achievable. Following their thought provoking presentation Siobhan and Aoife challenged
participants to consider how they might take forward a similar project within their own service area.

Siobhan Brady, Health Facilitator Nurse &
Aoife Mills, Community Learning Disability
Nurse, SEHSCT
presenting their RCN NI Nurse of the Year Learning
Disability project.

Future Nurse Future Midwife (FNFM)
Carol McGinn, WHSCT and FNFM Professional Officer, NIPEC presented an overview
of the NI FNFM Implementation Project. Participants heard about the new roles of
practice supervisor, practice assessor, academic assessor and nominated person.
Carol informed participants how the Standards for Student Supervision and Assessment
(SSSA) will change the way in which all registrants and non-registrants (when
appropriate) will support student nurses in practice and how the roles relating to
supervision and assessment of students will be separate.
To hear more about FNFM book a place on a FNFM roadshow. To download the FNFM roadshow presentation
and FNFM information leaflets click here; Future Nurse Future Midwife – NIPEC

Carol McGinn, WHSCT and FNFM Professional
Officer, NIPEC presenting an overview of the
NI FNFM project

NI Practice Assessment Document (NIPAD) Learning Disabilities Nursing
Joanne Blair, Lecturer in Nursing (Learning Disabilities), QUB provided an overview of the draft NIPAD Learning
Disabilities Nursing. Participants were able to review the NIPAD and hear how the universities and their practice
partners will work together to support student learning and assessment in practice.
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CPD for RNLD‘s supporting FNFM
Finally Moira Mallon a RNLD and Nurse Education Consultant from the Clinical Education Centre (CEC) lead
discussions on how CEC programmes could help support RNLD’s gain the necessary skills within their scope
of practice to support the FN student in practice.

Moira Mallon, CEC
Outlining CPD opportunities to support and upskill the
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Disabilities.

RNLD Forum
Topic:

68 Lurgan Road,Epilepsy
Portadown BT63 5QQ
To book a place please contact lorraine.andrews@nipec.hscni.net
Date:
th
17 February 2020 @ 10.00am
Venue:
The Lecture Theatre, Clinical Education Centre, Craigavon Area Hospital,
68 Lurgan Road, Portadown BT63 5QQ
To book a place please contact lorraine.andrews@nipec.hscni.net

RCN Learning Disability Nurses Network-Update
RCN NI Learning Disability Network organised a celebration event on 25 September 2019 to
celebrate 100 years of learning disability nursing. The event was attended by around 75
people. This included people with learning disability, relatives and carers, RNLD, other nursing
registrants and students, university lectures, social workers, Consultant Psychiatrists, Directors
of Nursing and our Deputy Chief Nursing Officer.
The morning was hosted on behalf of the Network by the Lilliput Theatre Company, Northern
Ireland’s premier Learning Disability Theatre Company. Lilliput performed three short sketches of
which one was an educational piece used to launch the Health and Social Care Trusts Hospital
Passport, this sketch in now an online resource for university students.
Other contributions included presentations from a 2019 RCN NI Learning Disability Nurse of the Year
finalist, a newly qualified RNLD who both described their motivation and passion for working and
caring for people with learning disability and a very interesting piece detailing the history of learning
disabilities nurses from their job as mental deficiency nurses right through to their role as RNLD.
The mother of a young girl with learning disability described the invaluable contribution of the RNLD
in supporting the entire family – not a dry eye in the house. The morning finished with a highly
enjoyable performance by the choir from Glenveagh Special School who sang three songs and had
the audience of their feet, singing and clapping along.
The long anticipated Mental Capacity Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 was partially implemented on 2
December 2019 with the commencement of a statutory framework for deprivation of liberty. This
legislation is relevant in any place where a person lacks capacity to consent to care arrangements
and therefore makes the legislation much wider than hospital settings or guardianship arrangements
where the Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 applies. It is important that everyone working
in learning disability services understands both what deprivation of liberty is and how to practice
lawfully.
The Department of Health commissioned a programme of training from the Clinical Education Centre
to be delivered over a three month period from September – December 2019. The purpose of the
training programme was to facilitate a sufficient number of staff from across health and social care
services and settings with appropriate knowledge and skills to allow the legislation to become
operational.
From January 2020 the delivery of the training will be the responsibility of HSC Trusts and other
organisations.

For further information please contact
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